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1. How important do you feel it is to find solutions to housing insecurity and homelessness for your district?

Very Important

2. Check as many local resources used to assist those experiencing or at-risk of homelessness that you are familiar with:

Eviction diversion program

Energy assistance and/or home weatherization programs

Food Banks

Homeless and/or domestic violence shelters

Housing Vouchers

Hotel/Motel Vouchers

Legal Aid

Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH)

Public Housing Authority

Street Outreach

3. Homelessness can happen to anyone -- with many households just one paycheck away from losing their home. Select

the top 5 issues that you believe are causes of homelessness:

Addiction and/or substance use disorder

Inadequate health care and/or insurance

Inadequate income



Mental health disorder

Physical disability

4. MCAH supports solutions to prevent and end homelessness that will assist as many people as possible, but also

recognizing that certain demographics may require unique solutions to preventing and ending their homelessness. If

elected, what are the top 3 subpopulations you would prioritize?

I would focus on solutions for everyone

5. While Federal sources provide much of the funding and solutions for homelessness, Michigan's legislature has the

opportunity to enact proven policy to make it easier for individuals and families to have access to safe and affordable

housing. lf elected, which of these potential solutions to prevent and end homelessness for Michigan individuals and

families would you support (select all that apply):

Champion anti-poverty solutions, including expanding EITC, SNAP, CHIP, TANF, Medicare/Medicaid, SSI/SSDI, etc.

Create and expand eviction diversion programs

Create avenues for formerly incarcerated individuals to access housing

Create new renters tax credit

Create source of income protections and mobility opportunities

Declare housing as a human right / create a homeless bill of rights

End the criminalization of homelessness

Expand job training programs

Increase funding for Emergency Shelter Programs

Increase funding for homeless service providers

Increase minimum wage

Provide protections against discriminatory practices for those experiencing homelessness

Reform eviction practices, including record sealing, credit reporting, establishing right to counsel, and/or creating an
eviction database

Reinstate individual tax deductions for shelters and food banks

Remove statewide prohibition against rent control

6. We are in the middle of an Affordable Housing crisis. In 2021, NLIHC found there were NO counties in Michigan where a

full-time worker earning minimum wage can afford to rent a 2-bedroom unit at Fair Market Rent without being cost

burdened. Select the top 5 solutions you believe will increase access to affordable housing, including developing new

units, expanding access to new rental units, and/or increasing access to home ownership:

Capture funding for affordable housing from the hotel tax or real estate transfer tax

Create incentives for landlords and property managers to make existing units affordable

Encourage communities to create their own housing trust fund

Reform zoning regulations that reduce the supply of housing on the market

Support trade skills and encourage the return of builders to Michigan



7. Do you support legislation establishing source of income protections? (HBs 4553, 4554; SBs 255, 254)

Yes

8. Do you support eviction expungement legislation? (SB 949)

Yes

9. The government is sufficiently addressing the issue of homelessness in my district.

Strongly Disagree

9. Communities are sufficiently addressing the issue of homelessness in my district.

Strongly Disagree

10. People who work full-time have a right to affordable housing for themselves and their families.

Strongly Agree

11. People have a personal responsibility to work and be self-sufficient to obtain affordable housing.

Strongly Disagree

12. There is a role for the government to increase the availability of affordable housing in the United States.

Strongly Agree

13. Federal policy should move towards deregulation to increase local innovation with initiatives like Section 8 and Fair

Market Rent.

Disagree

14. The inclusion of strict work requirements to receive certain benefits (housing vouchers, SNAP, Medicaid) will have a

positive impact on homelessness.

Strongly Disagree

15. The United States has the tools to help the people experiencing homelessness out of poverty.

Strongly Agree

16. The free market is the most effective tool to address homelessness.

Disagree

17. The government has a responsibility to reverse the impact of historical housing policies targeting Black communities.

Strongly Agree

18. Non-governmental service providers are adequate in dealing with homelessness.

Strongly Disagree



19. COVID-19 will have a long-term impact on low-income households. The state received nearly $1 Billion from the

CARES Act to support emergency rental and utility assistance and eviction diversion programming. More than 250,000

households applied for assistance, with the program projected to end by September 2022. What additional actions would

you support the state take to make sure low-income households are able to stay in their homes (select all that apply):

Additional funds for eviction diversion and rental assistance

Additional funding to support landlords

Restrictions on late fees/penalties

Sealing and expungement of eviction records related to COVID-19

20. In 2020, there were 30,805 individuals who experienced literal homelessness in Michigan, including families with

young children, unaccompanied youth, veterans, and seniors. While this represented a 19% decrease over the previous

year, it was likely an undercount based on Covid-related factors. What can you tell us about the issue of homelessness in

your district (causes, related issues, and solutions)?

Homelessness was already a problem in our region and COVID certainly exacerbated this. I regularly interact with former
Homeless Street Outreach coordinator and Goodwill Community Engagement Officer, Ryan Hannon, who I actually went to
school with as we were earning our social work degrees. He keeps me informed of challenges and what needs to be done
to address them.

Our area is one of great geographic beauty making it a desirable place for people to live, visit, and retire and a center of
tourism from across the globe. The pandemic has dramatically increased the ability for people to work remotely, which
has resulted in large numbers of people moving to the district. We’ve also seen a spike in Airbnbs and other short-term
rental options such that our already stressed housing stock is completely unattainable to people living on the margins.

Our wait lists for housing vouchers are years long. This is a crisis and is even worse for families, women & children. I’m
also in regular contact with Juliette Schultz who runs our women’s domestic violence shelter and she has confirmed that
the incidents of domestic violence that lead to women and children leaving their homes also dramatically increased
during COVID. Again, we don’t have enough housing solutions currently for these vulnerable neighbors.

A challenge I have run into on my county commission is colleagues who are part of the Republican majority who feel
government has no role to play in addressing housing needs for our constituents. I have made some progress since first
being elected in 2018, including in 2022 bringing Housing North Executive Director, Yarrow Brown, to present to my board
at a public meeting the full suite of tools county government does have including Brownfield Redevelopment, Land Bank,
and working with our townships to change zoning and allow for more housing to be built. In addition, I pushed for 3 years
to get our county to revisit a strategic planning process which hadn’t been done in many years, and this year we actually
did so. I was heartened that there was broad consensus on making housing access a key focus for our long-term work as
a county. This may seem like a small step but it has been an important thing to move us as a board from “not our role” to
actually educating ourselves on what tools we have and publicly committing to make housing a priority. Now the work is
following through.

21. Please share any additional thoughts or concerns with regards to housing instability, homelessness and affordable

housing availability in the state of Michigan, specifically any action you would be interested in taking at the Congressional

level.



I will simply say that I grew up in a working class family always struggling paycheck-to-paycheck, despite how hard we
worked. Until buying my first home, a fixer-upper in 2015, I was a young professional living the rental life of Morthern
Michigan, always looking over my shoulder hoping my rent wouldn’t go up too much.

Housing is such a basic human need and the lack of stable options has ripple effects on folks’ well-being and ability to
thrive. This is a community issue with serious ramifications both for individuals’ and families’ health and also for
communities' economic and social health. We need legislators who will understand this and prioritize being part of the
solution in every way available to them. This isn’t someone else’s problem, it is OUR problem and we together can solve it.

22. If elected, I will champion the issues of housing affordability and ending homelessness:

Yes


